[A case of primary ureteral carcinoma in the duplicated renal pelvis and ureter diagnosed by transurethral uretero-renoscopy].
We present a case of primary ureteral carcinoma in the duplicated renal pelvis and ureter diagnosed by transurethral uretero-renoscopy. The case was of a 78-year-old man with the complaint of sudden asymptomatic macrohematuria. An excretory urogram strongly suggested the presence of duplication of the right collecting system, and cystoscopy revealed a gross hematuria from the right ureteral orifice. A retrograde ureteropyelogram revealed incomplete duplication of the right renal pelvis and ureter fused at about the ureter crossing over the iliac vessels, and a polyp-like filling defect in the lower segment of duplicated ureter at about 4 cm from the fusion of the ureters. Transurethral uretero-renoscopy was employed to investigate the filling defect, and a papillary tumor extended into the lower segment of duplicated ureter was revealed. Tumor was resected by a rigid operating instrument under transurethral uretero-renoscopy. The pathological diagnosis was grade I-transitional cell carcinoma of the ureter, so that right total nephroureterectomy with partial cystectomy was carried out subsequently. Surgical specimen after right total nephroureterectomy with partial cystectomy showed no other tumor in the pelvis or ureter macroscopically, and histopathological studies of surgical specimens were no evidence of malignancy. We believe that transurethral uretero-renoscopy significantly increases the diagnostic accuracy in determining the nature of upper urinary tract lesions, and this procedure is indispensable in the diagnosis of ureteral tumors. The present case was the 7th case of primary ureteral carcinoma in the duplicated renal pelvis and ureter in the Japanese literature.